GURUDEV AND GANDHIJI
Asram still observes March 10 every year as Gandhi Day,
when all servants, including the sweepers, are given a
holiday and their work is done by the students and teachers.
They met again at the end of 1917, when the poet recited
his famous 'India's Prayer* at the opening session of the
Calcutta Congress, and Gandhi attended a stage performance
of The Post Office at the Tagore House.
In 1919 came the Jallianwalla Bagh tragedy in the
Punjab. When the news, despite the strict military censor-
ship, trickled down to Bengal, Tagore was the first to make
a public protest. It is interesting to compare the letter
Tagore wrote to the Viceroy on 30 May, 1919, resigning
his knighthood, with the one written by Gandhiji on
1 August, 1920, returning to the Viceroy his Kaiser-i-Hind
medal.
Tagore wrote:
The time has come when the badges of honour make
our shame glaring in the incongruous context of humi-
liation, and I for my part wish to stand shorn of all
special distinctions by the side of those of my country-
men who, for their so-called insignificance, are liable to
suffer degradation not fit for human beings.
Said Gandhi:
I can retain neither respect nor affection for a
Government which has been moving from wrong
to wrong in order to defend its immorality.
Both were moral protests couched in words of great dignity
and passion. But while Tagore's protest ended with the
renunciation of his title, Gandhi's inaugurated the Non-co-
operation movement. It is surprising that Tagore, who was
the first to make such a noble and dramatic gesture of non-
co-operation, should have failed to appreciate the significance
of the mass movement launched by Gandhi. Gandhi met
him in Calcutta in September, 1921. No record exists of
the interview, but it seems that the two parted, agreeing to
differ.
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